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Editor-in-Chief

China-Bound for “Center of Excellence”

IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO publish Chinese acupuncture arti-
cles because of problematic English grammar and scien-
tific style. These factors tend to distort the article in an un-
favorable manner and become some of the major reasons
for rejection. Thus, Chinese articles may never appear in the
English literature. Now there is a rainbow . . . Our Medical
Acupuncture journal has a verbal cooperative agreement
with the School of Acupuncture and Moxibustion, Beijing
University of Chinese Medicine, to begin publishing top-
notch acupuncture articles that have been carefully reviewed
and rewritten to enhance their acceptability. It will not be
easy, but all of us are determined and will persist to make
it succeed.

Through this joint cooperation, manuscripts will be highly
filtered by a volunteer group of experts at Beijing University
before sending to Medical Acupuncture. Once e-mailed to us,
we will review and clean-up some of those nasty English “er-
rors,” scan and repair some of the scientific style, and offer
recommendations to our Chinese colleagues for revision.
When the article is eventually resubmitted to Medical
Acupuncture, it will no longer be the usual “beta version” as
is so often the case, but, instead, will resemble a “release can-
didate” for submission to our normal peer review process and
hopefully, chances for acceptance will be more favorable. Ob-
viously, it may take several revisions back and forth. But we
will be persistent. The bottom-line for our readers may even-
tually be 2 high-quality, informative Chinese articles per is-
sue, or 8 per year.

Acupuncture was “made in China”! Our esteemed col-
leagues have much to contribute. It has been their product
for thousands of years, but we have had difficulties import-
ing their literature. For the most part, poor communication
has held back this vast storehouse of knowledge. But this
poor communication can now be a thing of the past between

East and West. We live in a marvelous high-tech time. So,
when your Editor-in-Chief received an invitation from Pro-
fessor (Dr) Jiang Zhu, President of the School of Acupunc-
ture and Moxibustion, Beijing University of Chinese Med-
icine, to discuss my proposal for a “Center of Excellence”
for Chinese articles, I did not waste any time getting there.
It was exhilarating . . . Over the North Pole, landing in Bei-
jing in 12!/, hours, and, wow, they do speak English! KFC,
here I come for supper—but Beijing Duck was even better!

The invitation to lecture at Beijing University on “Bat-
tlefield Acupuncture” and “Acupuncture for Dry Mouth and
Eyes,” and also, at the 20th Anniversary of World Federa-
tion of Acupuncture and Moxibustion meeting featuring my
talk, “How to Write an Acupuncture Paper for Medical
Acupuncture,” were the highlights of my trip. And I thor-
oughly enjoyed their scientific presentations. I would like to
thank Professor (Dr) Zhu and Dr Liangxiao Ma, Director of
the International Training Office School of Acupuncture and
Chinese Medicine, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine,
for their invitation, welcome, and hospitality.

Our Chinese colleagues are brilliant and want to publish
in our journal! It can be a hurdle for them. It could be a win-
win situation for all of us! We need to resonate with this
world. Chinese acupuncture literature obviously has much
to offer. I am sure there will be other intangible benefits to
this exchange as well. I will need assistance/volunteers from
our readership to ensure the success of this project and to
boost its effectiveness. If all goes well, our journal may serve
as the vehicle to go “China Bound”!

Good news! The journal has been accepted for indexing
in EMBASE and EMCare.

Richard C. Niemtzow, MD, PhD, MPH
Editor-in-Chief
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